
August 13, 2020

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler
Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Wheeler:

We write to you today to express the urgent need for the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to complete its rulemaking process regarding biointermediates under the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS) Program.  As many businesses continue to seek stability and guidance during 
these unprecedented times, it is imperative that the agency provide greater certainty to this 
important industry by completing the rulemaking process. 

As you know, formal work on this item began in November 2016, when the EPA issued a 
proposed rule known as the Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support (REGS) rule.  
Among other items, the rulemaking would provide for biointermediates in renewable fuel 
production and co-processing cellulosic feedstocks to generate Renewable Identification 
Numbers (RINs) under the RFS program.  Furthermore, it included important provisions, such as
the approval of mass balance standards, to account for the content of the fuel that comes from a 
renewable feedstock.  Finally, the EPA completed the notice and comment process on the REGS 
rule, but the EPA has yet to move forward with the implementation of a final rule – leaving 
stakeholders with significant uncertainty and impeding investment decisions in our states.

We were pleased by the EPA’s decision to issue an update to the unified regulatory agenda in 
May 2019, which identified the REGS rulemaking – and biointermediates specifically, as an item
that it intended to finalize by November 2019.  Shortly thereafter, a bipartisan, bicameral group 
of members wrote to you in July 2019, to request additional information on this topic and urge 
you to handle this matter with urgency.  Lastly, the Senate further emphasized the need for the 
EPA to take action and included specific instructions on this matter via report language (S. Rept. 
116-123) in its Fiscal Year 2020 appropriations bill, which recommended the EPA finalize a rule
on this matter as soon as practicable.

In light of this, the recent decision to downgrade this item in the unified regulatory agenda into 
the “long-term actions” category is concerning and does not take into account the benefits this 
rule would have on economic development.  As noted on the unified regulatory agenda, the 
decision to include this topic on the list of “long-term actions” indicates this item is still “under 



development” and that the EPA “does not expect to have a regulatory action within the 12 
months after publication of this edition of the Unified Agenda.”  In response, we ask that the 
EPA immediately reverse this decision and provide regulatory certainty on the issue of 
biointermediates by finalizing the rulemaking, so job creators can begin to earnestly plan and 
invest for the future – including their economic development projects in our states.

The continued delay will only result in deferred investments, delayed job creation, and slowed 
economic growth.  Therefore, we urge the EPA to swiftly complete its review of the 
biointermediates and co-processing rules so projects and investments in the advanced and 
cellulosic fuels sector can move forward.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this important matter, and we look forward to your 
prompt response.

Sincerely,

Catherine Cortez Masto
United States Senator

Todd Young
United States Senator

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator

Shelley Moore Capito
United States Senator

Tina Smith
United States Senator

Jacky Rosen
United States Senator
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Mike Braun
United States Senator
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April 14, 2020 

 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington DC, 20460 

 

Dear Administrator Wheeler: 

We write to express concern that in the midst of the COVID-19 epidemic, the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) is taking actions that will worsen air pollution and – according to 

recent research – could result in higher death rates among COVID-19 patients. A new study from 

the Harvard School of Public Health suggests a link between more air pollution and higher 

mortality among COVID-19 patients.1 Yet despite this ongoing public health emergency, the 

EPA has taken steps in recent weeks that will increase air pollution, including rolling back auto 

emissions standards. Today, EPA announced its decision to maintain current national ambient air 

quality standards that EPA’s own scientists say fail to protect public health – and that research 

links with higher COVID-19 mortality. The Environmental Protection Agency should be taking 

actions that will further protect health during this crisis, not put more Americans at risk. 

Air pollution in the form of fine particulate matter can be particularly detrimental to human 

health.2 This air pollutant, also known as PM2.5, consists of particles or droplets in the air that are 

two and one half microns (one-millionth of a meter) or less in width. Because of their small size, 

these air pollutant particles can travel deep into the respiratory tract, reaching the lungs. Long-

term exposure to fine particulate matter can dramatically worsen lung and heart health, causing 

or aggravating chronic conditions.3 Research from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) indicates that those with chronic lung and heart conditions are at higher risk of 

severe illness or death from COVID-19 if they are infected.4  

The Harvard study found that an increase of only one microgram (one-millionth of a gram) per 

cubic meter of air in fine particulate matter is associated with a 15 percent increase in the 

COVID-19 death rate.5 For example, if Manhattan’s air for the past 20 years contained one less 

                                                
1 Xiao Wu et al., Exposure to air pollution and COVID-19 mortality in the United States. Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Available 

at https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/files/covid-pm/files/pm_and_covid_mortality.pdf 
2Particulate Matter (PM) Pollution. Environmental Protection Agency. Available at https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-

basics.  
3 How Does PM Affect Human Health? Environmental Protection Agency. Available at https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pm-human-

health.html.  
4 Groups at Higher Risk for Severe Illness, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html 
5 Xiao Wu et al. Exposure to air pollution and COVID-19 mortality in the United States. NOTE: The study accounts for a wide variety of 

potential confounding factors, such as population size, hospital beds, number of individuals tested, weather, and socioeconomic and behavioral 

variables such as obesity and smoking. 

https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/files/covid-pm/files/pm_and_covid_mortality.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pm-human-health.html
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pm-human-health.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html
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microgram of fine particular matter per cubic meter of air, the study predicts there would have 

been 248 fewer COVID-19 deaths in the borough through April 4.6 

As the authors of the Harvard study note, their results “underscore the importance of continuing 

to enforce existing air pollution regulation during the COVID-19 crisis.”7  Failure to do so could 

“potentially increase the COVID-19 death toll and hospitalizations, further burdening our 

healthcare system and drawing resources away from COVID-19 patients.”8  Yet in the past two 

weeks, in the midst of what the Department of Health and Human Services acknowledges is a 

public health crisis, EPA took steps to loosen auto emissions standards and increase air toxic 

emissions from some of our nation’s coal-fired power plants steps – steps that will increase air 

pollution and increase deaths from respiratory illnesses such as COVID-19. 

Additionally, earlier today EPA announced its draft decision to leave the National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards for fine particulate matter unchanged.9 Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

research showed that this standard for this air pollution does not protect public health. EPA’s 

own scientists found that the current level is inadequate in January.10 Now the Harvard public 

health study on fine particulate matter suggests that reducing this air pollutant could save lives 

by reducing COVID-19 mortality – yet EPA’s draft decision indicates that it will take no action 

to lower this standard. 

Given the new information regarding this dangerous link between air pollution and worse 

COVID-19 patient outcomes and the imperative it suggests to enforce existing air pollution 

safeguards, we request that you respond to the following no later than April 21, 2020: 

1. Does the EPA plan to enforce all other existing air pollution regulations during the 

COVID-19 crisis? 

1. Please provide a list of air pollution regulations that EPA expects to propose or 

finalize during 2020. 

2. What immediate actions are being taken by the EPA to improve air quality in specific 

locales and/or nationwide to improve COVID-19 patient outcomes? 

3. What, if any, research has the EPA undertaken on the link between poor air quality 

and worse outcomes for COVID-19 patients? Is any further research by the EPA on 

this link being considered? 

4. Are you aware of any research or action being undertaken by other federal or state 

agencies on this link? If so, have you been in contact with these agencies regarding 

this? How will EPA incorporate the results of this research into pending rulemakings, 

including any reviews of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards? 

                                                
6 Id.  
7 Id. 
8 Id. 
9 EPA Proposes to Retain NAAQS for Particulate Matter. United States Environmental Protection Agency. April 14, 2020. Available at 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-retain-naaqs-particulate-matter 
10 Policy Assessment for the Review of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter. United States Environmental 

Protection Agency. January 2020. Available at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-

01/documents/final_policy_assessment_for_the_review_of_the_pm_naaqs_01-2020.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-retain-naaqs-particulate-matter
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-01/documents/final_policy_assessment_for_the_review_of_the_pm_naaqs_01-2020.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-01/documents/final_policy_assessment_for_the_review_of_the_pm_naaqs_01-2020.pdf
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5. Are you aware of any research or action being undertaken by other countries on this 

link? If so, have you been in contact with these countries’ health or environmental 

agencies regarding this? 

6. How will this link between air quality and COVID-19 patient outcomes impact future 

EPA decision-making? 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We urge you to take immediate action to 

improve nationwide air quality to ensure better COVID-19 patient outcomes. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Margaret Wood Hassan 

United States Senator 

 

Thomas R. Carper 

United States Senator 

 

Michael F. Bennet 

United States Senator 

 

Richard Blumenthal 

United States Senator 

 

Cory A. Booker 

United States Senator 

 

Robert P. Casey, Jr. 

United States Senator 

 

Christopher A. Coons  

United States Senator 

 

Dianne Feinstein  

United States Senator 

 

Kirsten Gillibrand  

United States Senator 

 

Kamala D. Harris 

United States Senator 

Angus S. King, Jr. 

United States Senator 

   

Edward J. Markey  

United States Senator 

 

Jeffrey A. Merkley 

United States Senator 

 

Jack Reed 

United States Senator 

 

Bernard Sanders  

United States Senator 

   

Chris Van Hollen   

United States Senator 

 

Elizabeth Warren 

United States Senator 

 

Sheldon Whitehouse 

United States Senator 

 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

May 20, 2020 

 

Ms. Donna J. Vizian 

Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator  

Office of Mission Support 

Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Dear Administrator Vizian: 

 

I write to express my concerns about the Senior Environmental Employment (SEE) Program’s 

wage scale that the Office of Inspector General (OIG) highlighted in June 24, 2019 its report. 

Following this report and the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) subsequent 

commitment to implement its recommendations, I request an update on the status of the SEE 

Manual revision that the agency was schedule to release on April 30, 2020.   

 

The SEE Program is designed to connect EPA offices, laboratories, and research centers with 

older Americans who can offer significant expertise and experience. In Colorado, program 

enrollees work in three EPA locations, providing vital support to the agency’s operations. Their 

work is especially important right now as recent reports indicate that EPA is relying heavily on 

SEE Program participants during the COVID-19 pandemic.1  

 

Despite this program’s benefit to the EPA, significant shortcomings exist with how enrollees are 

paid. As the OIG report notes, EPA has not updated hourly wages since 2010. In the past decade, 

however, inflation has increased 19 percent and federal employee wages increased 5.4 percent. 

While grantee organizations manage salaries, the EPA’s inaction limits their ability to adjust 

wages appropriately. The enrollees’ ages should not limit their access to fair compensation.  

 

Once EPA implements the recommendations, I am optimistic this program can more justly pay 

hardworking Americans for their time. I look forward to receiving an update.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

_________________________ 

Michael F. Bennet 

United States Senator  

                                                 
1 https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/short-staffed-epa-leans-on-older-adjunct-workers-with-

no-raises 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/short-staffed-epa-leans-on-older-adjunct-workers-with-no-raises
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/short-staffed-epa-leans-on-older-adjunct-workers-with-no-raises


April 20, 2020 

Andrew Wheeler 
Administrator  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Subject:  Letter of Support for greenUP! for EPA SRA Grant Proposal 
Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-HQ-OPPT-2020-002        

Administrator Wheeler: 

I am writing today in support of greenUP!’s request to secure federal funding from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the Nevada Green Business Program. Given greenUP!’s 
special emphasis on working with chemical, metal and food manufacturers to encourage operational 
improvements in energy efficiency, pollution prevention and waste reduction, this request directly aligns 
with the goals of this federal funding.  

greenUP! is working with several partners across the state including Western Nevada College, the 
Washoe Health District, Truckee Meadows Water Authority, City of Reno, City of Carson City, Reno 
Sparks Chamber Commerce, and others to support the launch of the statewide green business program 
and environmental outcomes database launched in 2019.  This database collects environmental outcomes 
for the state and helps businesses to green their operations using an easy to use program called 
GreenBizTracker, and this grant will provide continued support for this endeavor.   

Protecting public lands and the environment is a priority for my state and its residents. As a member of 
the Senate Democrats’ Special Committee on the Climate Crisis, I am working to find comprehensive 
solutions that prioritize renewable energy and environmental stewardship.  This funding will positively 
affect the state of Nevada by encouraging businesses to take on measurable actions that reduce energy and 
water usage, solid waste, hazardous waste and greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change. Thus, 
this program helps Nevada reach its climate change goals. 

Please give their application full and fair consideration and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact my Grants Director at Trevor_Dean@cortezmasto.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senator  

CC: John Katz, U.S. EPA Region 9, 75 Hawthorne Street (WST-7), San Francisco, CA 94105 



CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO 
NEVADA 

516 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202) 224-3542 

CortezMast<>.Senate.Gov 

Dear Administrator Wheeler, 

tlnitat ~tatrs ~rnatr 

COMMITTEES; 

FINANCE 

BANKING, HOUSING, AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

I write in support of the application submitted by the Town of Beatty to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency in support of their Recreation Economy for Rural 
Communities planning assistance program. 

The town of Beatty is a small rural community with a population of 1,000 residents. Its retail and 
residential space is concentrated within one square mile of the 708 square miles that make up the 
town. Within that square mile, there is a walkable Main Street where food services, lodging, fuel, 
general retail, and public parks are located. There are several buildings of historical significance 
on Main Street and decorative street lighting, benches and trashcans were installed along Main 
Street in 2008. With support from the Recreation Economy for Rural Communities program, 
Beatty town leaders envision creating a welcoming environment for tourists and residents that 
will retain the historical feel of Main Street. Tourists come from around the globe to experience 
the breathtaking views of the area and enjoy the many outdoor recreation opportunities the 
region has to offer. Visitors and residents alike can find a road or trail within that one square 
mile and take an off-road vehicle, mountain bike, horse or hiking shoes to explore and enjoy 
Beatty' s vast outdoor spaces. 

There are several factors that make this request of urgent importance to Beatty residents. The 
United States Air Force's proposed land withdrawal, the Fast Act Interstate 11 planning, and an 

increased interest in mining and business development in the region have brought a new sense of 

urgency regarding the review and amendment of the town ofBeatty's planning documents and 

goals for the future. The Recreation Economy for Rural Communities planning assistance 
program will help Beatty preserve and protect its existing outdoor recreation assets during this 

period of growth and also incorporate new ideas and ways to attract more visitors and expand the 

outdoor recreation economy. Through this program, the town of Beatty will be able to bring 

together local residents and stakeholders to develop strategies and an action plan to revitalize 

their Main Street corridor through the expansion and promotion of outdoor recreation. 

Please give fair and full consideration of their application. If you have any questions, you may 
refer them to Kerry Durmick, Grants Director, at 775-686-5750 or 
kerry durmick@cortezmasto.senate.gov. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

LAS VEGAS 

333 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOUTH 
SUITE 8016 

LAS VEGAS, NV 89101 
(702) 388-5020 

FAX: (702) 388-5030 

Sincerely, 

~Ati/Jj) 
Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senator 

RENO 

400 SOUTH VIRGINIA STREET 

SUITE 902 
RENO, NV 89501 
(775) 686--5750 

FAX: (775) 686--5757 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 9, 2019 

President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We write to express our concern and opposition to your dangerous decision to begin the process 
of formally withdrawing the United States from the Paris Climate Agreement. Failing to address 
the worsening crisis of climate change will wreak damages on all Americans for centuries into 
the future. When you first signaled your intent to withdraw the United States from this 
comprehensive agreement, you indicated that you would "immediately work with Democrats to 
either negotiate our way back into Paris, under the terms that are fair to the United States and its 
workers, or to negotiate a new deal." We have yet to see any action to honor that commitment. 

As the second largest global emitter of greenhouse gases, and the largest historical emitter, it is 
imperative that the United States assume our rightful place as a global leader in the fight to 
combat climate change, yet with this action you are ceding American leadership to other nations 
at great political and economic costs. There is an international race to develop advanced energy 
technologies. Instead of capitalizing on this economic opportunity, this action to no longer 
participate in the Paris Climate Agreement places U.S. companies at a competitive disadvantage 
and effectively offshores American jobs to China and other countries. Moreover, the blow dealt 
to our national security by surrendering technological prowess to other countries is matched only 
by the damage caused by abdicating our international commitments made under the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

The business community recognizes the missed opportunities resulting from your decision and 
understand the negative consequences associated with losing access to international clean energy 
markets. More than 2,200 American businesses and investors are committed to upholding the 
Paris Climate Agreement, and many American companies have urged you to remain committed 
to the Agreement such as Google, ConocoPhillips, National Grid, Levi Strauss & Co., Morgan 
Stanley and Unilever.',' American citizens want you to take strong action on climate change, 
with roughly 67% of the country agreeing it is the responsibility of the federal government to 
address the climate crisis, and 64% disapproving of your climate change policies.3  Three out of 

1  Who's In, We Are Still In (accessed November 22, 2019) https://www.wearestillin.com/signatories  
2  Veronika Bondarenko, 28 Major US Companies that don't want Trump to abandon the Paris agreement, Business 
Insider (Jun. 1, 2017), https://www.businessinsider.com/companies-dont-want-trump-cancel-paris-agreement-
google-apple-exxon-2017-6  

Seth Borenstein, Nicholas Riccardi, and Hannah Fingerhut, AP-NORC poll: 64% disapprove of Trump's climate 
change views, AP News (Sept. 12, 2019), https://apnews.c0m182e8e6fd7b43436cbf5208ee1558d6b1  



four registered voters (77%) believe the United States should participate in the Paris Climate 
Agreement.4  

This sentiment is also echoed by state and local governments. Since May 31, 2017, more than 
400 United States mayors have adopted the Paris Agreement goals for their cities and 24 United 
States governors have formed a bipartisan coalition to realize the Paris Agreement goals at the 
State level.5  Furthermore, our national security experts frequently conclude that climate change 
is disrupting military readiness and exacerbating conflicts.6  

As the 25th  United Nations Climate Change conference is underway in Madrid, Spain this week, 
we urge you to consider the impact of this decision on the livelihood of Americans, the 
American economy and our national security as it will undoubtedly have long-lasting adverse 
effects on our way of life and America's position in the world. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

/01  &,40ve",  
Richard Blumenthal  

United States Senator 

I row-t. 

United States Senator 

D".Z"A~O_ 
Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

4kz a 
Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senator 

Anthony Leiserowitz, Edward Maibach, Connie Roser-Renouf, Seth Rosenthal, Matthew Cutler and John Kotcher, 

Politics & Global Warming, March 2018, Yale Program on Climate Change Communication (May 8, 2018), 

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/politics-global-warming-march-2018/2/  

Richard Nunno, Fact Sheet- The U.S. Climate Alliance and RelatedActions, Environmental and Energy Study 

Institute (Aug. 14, 2017), https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-the-u  s-climate-alliance-and-related-

actions 
6  United States Department of Defense, Report on Effects of  Changing Climate to the Department of Defense 

(Jan. 2019). 
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